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Regional economic divides remain persistently high 
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   Cities, regions and productivity 

Source P. Mc Cann (2019), «Cities, Regions and Productivity: Some Paradoxes and 
Puzzles», OECD Workshop on Spatial Dimensions of Productivity,  Bolzano, March 2019 



Population change in cities 

Source P. Mc Cann (2019), «Cities, Regions and Productivity: Some Paradoxes and 
Puzzles», OECD Workshop on Spatial Dimensions of Productivity,  Bolzano, March 2019 







Why does regional development policy matter? 

People’s well-being is largely determined by where they live and work, and 
there are considerable disparities across territories. Responding to the 
concerns of local communities that feel left behind is a political priority 

Place matters for the effectiveness of institutions and policies: interventions 
that respond to the structural constraints of each region and ensure a more 
even distribution of services and investment opportunities, are a tool to 
promote national growth and well-being 

The quality of public investment entails the capacity to govern interaction 
among levels of government and among public, private and civil society 
actors, ensuring that regions and cities use their full economic, social and 
cultural potential 



Persistent inequalities across regions need to 
be addressed by place-based policies 

Place-based and multi-level governance lens are needed to ensure that a wide 
range of sectoral policies, from transport and education, to innovation and 
health, meet the specific needs of different territories – from remote rural areas 
to mega-cities. 

Place-based policies need to effectively address the diversity of economic, social, 
demographic, institutional conditions across regions.  

Local communities must be empowered and engaged in investment design.  
National governments must assist local authorities by promoting a shared strategy 
for the future of the place, supporting the selection of projects, monitoring the policy 
implementation process at the right scale. A significant investment in human 
resources within administrations is a necessary requirement. 
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OECD Principles on Urban Policy and on Rural Policy  

OECD Principles on Urban 
Policy 

OECD Principles on Rural 
Policy 





GRAZIE per l’attenzione … 


